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It is now two years since SH\V=3CRIPY “o.l appeared, in response to the
demand for Shavian reading practice other than that of Group correspondence.
If such benefit as this intermittent practice gives 18 no longer needed,
that is hardly surprising. The personal subscrioers are now halved in num-
ber, and if this journal continues it will be due to the support of an
increasing number of University Libraries. This necessarily cnanges the
editorial outlook. It is likely that university readers have as much
theoretical as practical interest in alphabetic and spelling problems —
less interest in Shavian reading practice and more in the basic problems of
communication-on-paper,

This is a many-sided subject on which ideas are all too vague. If we are
to discuss here the conclusions drawn from Shavian experience, a wider
readership will be interested by doing so in Orthodox rather than Shavian

English.

The official Shaw Alphabet was, of course, evolved from earlier alpha-
betic work. Either experience or new circumstances may suggest inprovements
on it. Especially if its use were limited to handwriting at speed, some
easing of penwork might modify characters more appropriate to printing than
to manuscript. It is too soon to enlarge upon the Quickscript with which
trials are being made. Enough to say that the time may have come to explore
a little beyond the interpretation of Shaw's Will, which has determined our
practice so far. “hat now matters is to profit from the two years' trial
given to Shavian, by all manner of writers, calligraphers and scribblers
widely scattered over four continents.

No-one supposcs or suggests that a better alphabet should wholly, at one
stroke, replace the Orthodox alphabet to which we are all accustomed. !ut
if we are convinced that the old alphabet made for Latin (then the inter-
national language of writers) is too faulty and wasteful for English (now
bccoming an international language), we have no alternative but to insist
that some limited use must be mrde of a better one in schools. Without some

measure of application for it among a fresh generation, learning without any
preconceptions,we can only make tentative and experimental progress.

Introduction of a modern alphabet into schools will doubtless be long
delayed and hard fought. But the full and exhaustive enquiry which must
precede and pursuade it cannot too soon be undertaken. It is to this over-
due enquiry that we shall address ourselves here and in any further issues,

The conclusions from the extended trial of Shavian should be much to the point.

Alphabetic reform is beset with false assumptions, The most persistent
one is that the sole advantage of a phonetic alphsbet is thrown away unless
the spelling of every word is a full and exact representation of speech —
not only at the stage of learning, but always, without exceptions, reservations,
compromises or conveniences.



<onfronted¢ with the immediate question: Yhose speech is to be represented,
tive natural instinct is to say: My own; if only because it is the only =nglish
I con represent with assurance and honesty. Or with more modesty and research
ine riter follows "the™ dictionary pronunciation, or the usage of the Protessor,
the President, the BBC; but with most conviction, the usage of that sensible
circle or locality with which he has to live.

For printing ANDPOCLES A'D THE LION in Shavian, the gen-ral speech-habit
specified by Shaw was to "resemble that recorded of His Majesty our late King
George V" — king's English when the play was written. But an appendix to
AMDKOCLZS (pp 143-14%) shows some of the problems left, whatever the model,
for «ecision by non-phonetic or arbitrary rules. Like the rest of us, King
George varied his pronunciation more or less subtly, according to context,

emphasis, formality, colloquialism. For convenience and consistency of spelling,
our rule may assume that 2very word is emphaticauy pronounced, but we are no

longer Spellmg as we speak.

There ~re other problems. There is, of course, the imm:nse complication
of dialects, local or personal. Emphasize, »s our rule requires; but the
English word 'Been' is still the American pronunciation 'Bin'. It is no
longer any guide if we seek to throw responsibility on a dictionary. ihether
it be the Oxford or the Merriam-Vebster, a fine modern dictionary will give
several alternative pronuanciations for a very great number of words; and in
difterent 3tates or Counties, even our adopted rules of spelling must produce
varying results. The plain truth is that any consistent speiling has in the
cnd to be spelling by agreement; and reading at speed requires, let us say,
JS; consistency in spellings.

shavian experience to date is that,while most beginners protest that not
all EZnglish is spoken and spelt to their own pattern, within six months or so
they appreciate whatever neasures of consistency are proposed,with but few
words excepted. The nearer they come to simple word-recognition (as opposed
to analyses of sounds represented), the less are they irritated by a pro-
runciation which once struck them as pedantic, class-concious, foreign or
what-not., Among other Shavian practices most willingly adopted is that of
reducing to single letters those commor words of the language:The,Of, And,To,For.—
which incidentally evades the choice between their variable pronunciations.
This conventional representation of 5 words saves on the average no less than
6% ¢ of the letters needed for a full phonetic representation; and it raises
the question whether convenience and economy shoild not carry conventional
reduction of spellings further to embrace other [requently used words —
which is often done unmistakably by omitting their vowel letter. In view of
the established fact that some 70 different words occur so frequently as to
amount to one-half of written English, conventional spellings of some of them
would be a far-reaching economy — despite the lessening freauency (and economy)
on words lower down their Table of Frequencies. This is no proper practice for
children,or foreign learners,who must begin with phonetic spelling if they wish

to relate spelling to pronunciation; but it becomes a very notable economy in
writing before progress is far advanced.




Cur opponents, like our neginners, ask: Wiy use a phonetic alphabet at all
if experience and convenience ieads back to arbitrary speliings’ ‘vhy rot
mn & do with tihe 26-letter Orthodox alphsibet with which e are all familiar —
which our children must learn to us2 in any case’ Alter all, many Orthodox
spellings are phonetic enough, and you do not propose making every spelling
phonetic hen you have a phonetic alphabet. 'Vhy bother with it?

Let us put first the economic reply. e cannot in reason afford the time
and material to go on for ever writing several letters for single sounds.
‘ve must learn to use single letters for such single (if ambiguous) sounds
s those hitherto spelt with Th, Sh, Ch, Oy, Ai, Ie, You, %we, Owe, Ough etc.
The primary purpose we have in view is to write with a minimum number of
letters and penwork -— with no more than a single letter for any single sound.
Zconomically, it is of no consequence which sound is represented; but without
a full complement of letters (a phonetic alphabet) sounds are uneconomically
— as well as ambiguously = spelt. .

It is true that the new alphabet should,for further economy, be less complex
in its letter-symbols so that the writer has [ewer penstrokes to make per letter,
os well as spelling with fewer letters. The added number of letters must be
casily penned ones,and multi-stroke letters like w and m need replacements.
Zconomy does not stem solely from an alphabet's phonetic adequacy: it needs
graphic simplicity as well. But let us regard economy as a main objective.

The advantage of relating spelling to spoken sounds is sufficiently obvious.
The natively English-speaking child hes confidence in spelling. The foreigner
can deduce pronunciations from the spelling. e are all assured when first
confronted with new names of things,persons or places. But apart from these
and other purely phonetic advantages, the writer's saving of time, tedium
and cash costs is surely argument enough.

Suppose that the writer of a Quickscript evolved from Shavian were to save
half the time, tedium and paper of Orthodox perwork; for that is the expect-
ation from current trials., Uow then is the reader affected? To this very
important question, Shavian reading, so far intermittent, supplies no valid
answer. Ve do not know. The whole field of enaquiry into a resder's ideal
alphabet requires exhaustive study; for all serious work to date seems to be
based on the Orthodox alphabet. It certainly seems that characters can be
over-simplified to a point where reading becomes hesitant or worse. For the
sake of very fast writing, Shorthand symbols are over-simplified from a reader's
point of view. They are too dependent on fine distinctions of angle, length,
weight of stroke, even if employed for a full phonetic spelling. Instant
recognition of words is often difficult; they are too easily malformed beyond
recognition. Germen schools made -abortive trial of a shorthand-like script
called Sprechspur. There are researchers who think a considerable "redundency"
of penstrokes in an alphabet essential for fast reading. Ther: are, on the
other hand, simpler alphabetic characters than those of Orthodox English, such
as Arabic and Hebrew, which are read with no less ease and speed. This whole
field of enquiry appears to be less cultivated than scuffled over with dog-
matic preconceptions and assumptions, Whether a script based on Shavian



experience is in fact the happy mean for reading, between Shorthand and Orthodox
characters, between artificial and phonetic spelling — this is more than we
pretend to know, It seems to promise well, from use by adult writer-readers,

Two conclusions seem at present unquestionable. The learner, child or
adult, should use an alphabet capable of sound-matching. He should at first
spell as phonetically as his teacher or his untrained ear 2nd speech suggest,
lie can study economies later, before the stage of reading by simple word-
recognition. Secondly, when able to read fast without analysis of spelling,
the reader has no quarrel with any conventional spellings which are univcrs-
ally used. It no longer matters to him for recognition whether they are
phonetic, and admittedly he cares little whether the standard spelling of a /
word is with four letters or with two. It would seem not unlikely that with ;
twice the number of words brought within his accustomed eye-span, he may grasp
their meaning a little faster; and if it should prove to be but a trifle of
5§ % faster, that trifle affects many readers of one writing.

For the accomplished reader-by-recognition, spelling as a phonetic aid

is of rare interest, where he meets unaccustomed words, new names of places,
persons, inventions, branded goods. Otherwise he is to all intents reading
each word as an ideograph, grasping its meaning first, its sound afterwards
if necessary. As ideographs,"& Co Ltd" mean as much as "and Company Limited",
NATO is handier, even to the reader, than North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
we write and read the conventions "in.,ft,,0z.; KY¥ for kilowatt, H.M for iler
Ma jesty, B.C,for Before Christ — though rather ridiculously we have yet to
condense the language's words of most frequent occurrence — a factor deter-
mining where most economy lies.

It is sufficient — and nothing less is sufficient — to know that accomp-
lished readers are not delayed by any script proposed for school use and for
life use. But when we speak of handwritmg. let us honestly face the fact that
it will not amount to calligraphy: we shall still have to read a lot of scribble,

for such is writing in general,and fast writing in particular. tlere again are
difficulties in making true comparisons. Investxgators will have their headaches.

Now comes the crucial question. What Authority, what University, what Trust
has the courage and far-sightedness to INVESTIGATE ? English is increasingly
an international language. !¥ho will patiently explore; who will pay for the
exploration; who will make a written English fit, simple and economical, for our
next and coming generations ? Who ?

Given any indication of interest and support, other important

aspects of Shavian experience will be discussed in following

issues, and a Quickscript Alphabet will be published when trials

are completed. Meanwhile the help of individual testers and

would-be users is more than welcome. Please address the editor:
KINGSLEY READ, ABBOTS MORTON, WORCESTER, U.K.



THE SHAW ALPHABET is given on page 16. So that it may be
seen handwritten, a fine example from New Zealand is here
reproduced. The guide-lines are neither more nor less
desirable than in Orthodox handwriting.
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THE SHAW ALPHABET

As NO CAPITALS asre used in Shavian, its typewriters require only the 43
Shavian letters in place of the familiar double alphabet of 52 letters.
A Namer-dot precedes proper+:names — if such special indication seems to
be necessary.

Our customary old alphabet has Short letters (such as a e o u); Taller
ones (f k b d); and Deeper ones (g j p y). The Shaw alphabet has a similar
Short, Tall, or Deep positioning of letters,

The Sound of each letter is shown in large T-ype.
serves as the name of each letter.

A familiar word

TALL letters DEEP letters - SHORT letters ————---
1 P-ea L B-ay C L-ee ) R-ay
S M-e N\ N-ay
‘i T-ea L D-ay S——
¢ key ) G-ay I I-t Y B-ase
J F-ee r V-ie \ E-gg X A-ce
b -y . J At 7 I-ce
o Q Th-ey ¢ Mgo 2 7 U-s
S S—ee 'I Z-00 Y (h)O=t 0 O-we
(- SH-e ) Theay 1 vV (r)oo-t A 00-ze 4
7 g < OU-t Y (b)oy
B 2 =¥ S Mre3d V AV-e 3
\ Y- 4 /® -r3 @ U-rge 3
Q 1-NG U Y BAr 3

1. 7 (ZH-ay) has the . of 8 in viSion,

French Je,G in rouGe.

C4plhah essless syllables, e.g.,
the A in Above,B in wakEn,o in 50 in circUs., This sound never
occurs in a stressed syllable. It is often followed by D (R-ay);and
these two letters are joined as Compound /)in writing and printing.
This stressless Compound serves for: othER goVERNOR acRE martYR etc.
NOTE: All R's are assumed in spelling to be pronounced,as consonants.
Cmnpg_gnds of vowel with consonant are too wide for use on typewriter.

3. Similar Compounds of vowel with consonant serve to write the words
ARE $), RV, AIR(, EARth ©)(J), EARV); or fAR fOUR fARE fIR fEAR.

4. A Compound of Y-e and 00-ze, W , serves in YOU, Use, fEW.

For indexing and memorizing, the alphabetic order is as listed there in
pairs: P-ea B-ay, T-ea D-ay etc, down to i-NG H-ay, followed by L-ee R-ay,
and ending with AI-r U-rge and the last unpaired letter EA-r,



